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"Tonight's address offered an aggressive plan for the start of                a new century.  With the astounding economy rolling along,                this country has much to be proud of and enormous opportunity ahead.                  Now is the time to harness that energy and make prosperity a reality                for every American. 

œI look forward to working with the President and Congress this                year to enact real health care reform which includes a Patients                Bill of Rights and a prescription drug benefit for Medicare.              

œI support the President and agree that we must also continue to                strengthen our educational system by hiring new teachers and building                new schools.              

œNow that we have achieved the first back-to-back budget surplus                in 43 years, we can pay down the national debt and provide targeted                tax cuts to those who need it the most - working families. And,                we must invest in our communities through infrastructure and job                development.              

œWith the lowest overall crime rate in 25 years, we need to continue                to fight crime and we should pass common sense gun safety legislation.              

œAnd, with all of our advances in technology and the Internet,                now is the time to focus on closing the digital divide.              

"I am particularly pleased with the State of the Union's focus                on education and the investment in early childhood education.                 I have been a strong advocate of programs like Head Start that open                 doors for disadvantaged children.  I am also pleased that the                President has pledged to expand access to college by making college                more affordable.              

"And, finally, I look forward to working with the White House to                ensure that Social Security remains a viable, effective program,                providing retirement security for all Americans in the 21st century.              

œThese are essential goals to begin 2000 with, and they provide                a clear blue print of where this nation should head legislatively.”             
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